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(v) Recommendations from Begin-
ning Farmers or Socially Disadvan-
taged Farmers.

(5) The Agency may terminate or sus-
pend the grant for lack of adequate or
timely progress, reporting, or docu-
mentation, or for failure to comply
with Agency requirements.

§4284.961 Grant servicing.

All grants awarded under this sub-
part shall be serviced in accordance
with 7 CFR part 1951, subparts E and O,
and the Departmental Regulations
with the exception that delegation of
the post-award servicing of the pro-
gram does not require the prior ap-
proval of the Administrator.

§4284.962 Transfer of obligations.

At the discretion of the Agency and
on a case-by-case basis, an obligation
of funds established for an applicant
may be transferred to a different (sub-
stituted) applicant provided:

(a) The substituted applicant:

(1) Is eligible;

(2) Has a close and genuine relation-
ship with the original applicant; and

(3) Has the authority to receive the
assistance approved for the original ap-
plicant; and

(b) The project continues to meet all
product, purpose, and reserved funds
eligibility requirements so that the
need, purpose(s), and scope of the
project for which the Agency funds will
be wused remain substantially un-
changed.

§4284.963 Grant close out and related
activities.

Grant closeout is the administrative
wrap-up of a grant that has concluded
or has been terminated. Typical close-
out activities include a letter to the
grantee with final instructions and re-
minders for amounts to be de-obligated
for any unexpended grant funds, final
project performance reports due, sub-
mission of outstanding deliverables,
audit requirements, or other out-
standing items of closure.

§4284.1004
§§4284.964-4284.999 [Reserved]

Subpart K—Agriculture Innovation
Demonstration Centers

SOURCE: 69 FR 23433, Apr. 29, 2004, unless
otherwise noted.

§4284.1001 Purpose.

This subpart implements a dem-
onstration program administered by
the Rural Business-Cooperative Service
whereby grants are made to innovation
centers responsible for providing tech-
nical and business development assist-
ance to agricultural producers seeking
to engage in the marketing or the pro-
duction of Value-Added products.

§4284.1002 Policy.

It is the policy of the Secretary of
Agriculture to fund Centers which evi-
dence broad support from the agricul-
tural community in the state or re-
gion, significant coordination with end
users (processing and distribution com-
panies and regional grocers), strategic
alliances with entities having tech-
nical research capabilities and a fo-
cused delivery plan for reaching out to
the producer community. It is also the
policy of the Secretary, using the re-
search and technical services of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, to as-
sist the grantees in establishing Cen-
ters. This program is not intended to
fund scientific research.

§4284.1003 Program administration.

The Agriculture Innovation Dem-
onstration Center program is adminis-
tered by Cooperative Services within
the Agency.

§4284.1004 Definitions.

Board of Directors—The group of indi-
viduals that govern the Center.

Center—The Agriculture Innovation
Center to be established and operated
by the grantees. It may or may not be
an independent legal entity, but it
must be independently governed in ac-
cordance with the requirements of this
subpart.

Producer Services—Services to be pro-
vided by the Centers to agricultural
producers. Producer Services consist of
the following types of services:
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